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	a) Executive Summary:
This report provides an overview and a commentary on: Industrial Strategy; Housing White Paper; Local Growth Fund; Devolution; MIPIM and the Protos Launch.
b) Recommendations / Action Requested:
The Board is asked to note the contents of this report.



	c) Details:

Summary
1. The last month has been exceptionally busy, with the launch of the Industrial Strategy, the Housing White Paper, announcement of our Local Growth Fund allocation, a formal proposal being put to Warrington’s Executive Board to pursue a Cheshire and Warrington devolution deal, the launch of Protos, and preparations for MIPIM. 

Industrial Strategy
2. The Government published its long awaited Industrial Strategy Green Paper on 23 January. To publicise it, the Cabinet met at Daresbury and, as the Chair of a local LEP, Christine was interviewed live throughout BBC Breakfast and on the Victoria Derbyshire programme.

3. A full discussion of the Industrial Strategy is on the agenda for later in the Board meeting. However, a number of its key pillars fit very nicely with the LEP’s emerging Strategic Economic Plan (SEP), offering considerable opportunities to align delivery of our objectives with those of central Government. The Government is stressing that it is in “listening mode”, and is therefore consulting until mid-April, and also offering the prospect of “industrial sector deals”, building on the model that Greg Clark used at DCLG for City and Growth deals.

Housing White Paper
4. Again, more than a little delayed, the Housing White Paper emerged at the start of last week.  Far from the radical, tearing up the greenbelt approach some feared, this was a considered White Paper with a much more measured tone balancing the virtues of home ownership alongside the need for different tenures to support people at different stages in their life.  

5. New measures are being proposed to support the delivery of housing more quickly, such as the introduction of a local housing delivery test, alongside a number of planning reforms looking to ensure permissions are built out more quickly and local plans are updated more frequently.  Funding is also being made available to build capacity in local planning departments.  Perhaps the prevailing message was the Government’s desire to bring new entrants to the market and nurture SME developers alongside modern methods of construction.     
Local Growth Fund
6. The formal announcement of our Local Growth Fund round 3 allocation was announced alongside the Industrial Strategy. A copy of the press release is attached. As expected, we will be receiving £43.7 million, which is the highest per capita allocation of any of the Northern Powerhouse LEPs. Some LEPs are still waiting for their announcements made, and until this happens, DCLG cannot tell us how the money is going to be spread across the period between now and 2021. This, in turn, means that we cannot make formal grant offers to individual projects, or make a start on processes for allocating money from the Low Carbon Innovation, Sustainable Transport, or Skills Capital funds.

Devolution
7. Following the discussion at a recent meeting of Labour Councillors in Warrington, officers from the three LAs and the LEP have been undertaking preparatory work in advance of a formal discussion about devolution at Warrington’s Executive on 13 February. The timetable to a prospective devolution agreement envisages negotiations with the Government on the terms of a deal until April, formal public consultation during May and June and formal decision by full councils in July. In turn this would lead to Parliamentary Orders being laid in September/October and Mayoral elections in May 2018.

8. The basis of any deal with Government will be the proposals that were being discussed last summer, updated to take account of changes in the external landscape and the new Government’s priorities, including, in particular, the Industrial Strategy and the Housing White Paper.

MIPIM
9. For the first time, C&W will have its own stand at the MIPIM, the World’s premier property conference and exhibition, which is being held, as usual, in Cannes from 13 – 17 March.  We will be showcasing the Cheshire Science Corridor, the Northern Gateway Development Zone, in conjunction with Stoke and Staffordshire colleagues, and providing an opportunity for other Cheshire and Warrington colleagues (such as the Chester Growth Partnership) to promote investment opportunities in their own areas. 

10. Katrina Michel and her team at Marketing Cheshire have done an excellent job of putting the stand, the events programme, and a marketing brochure together. They have also successfully encouraged private sector partners to put in around £25,000 of sponsorship to help substantially reduce the net cost of the event to the LEP. 

Protos Launch
11. Andrew Percy formally launched Protos, one our Enterprise Zone sites, at a ceremony at Thornton Science Park on 27 January. One of the keynote speakers was Robert Mee, who placed Protos within the context of the wider Enterprise Zone and Science Corridor, highlighting that, in its first nine months of operation, it has already generated 330 new jobs, 20 new businesses and over £1 million of private sector investment. 


	d) Appendices:

· None
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